CALL NO  MAN  HAPPY

From a box she produced pages covered with that rapid hand-
writing which I knew well.

Marcel Proust to Madame de Caillavet: *I found your hanging gar-
dens, your antique columns and even, despite my pretended dis-
dain, the signature of Napoleon, I found all this most agreeable.
But even more, I like your daughter and the prodigious wealth of
intelligence in a glance or exclamation of hers, "I do all I can!" (to
be nice to you) was sublime .. .*

Marcel Proust to Simone -de Caillavet: 'I was disappointed after your
last Dear friend to read Dear Monsieur Marcel. That's the way officers
in the army are reduced in rank .,. Have you read The Mill on the
Floss* If not, I beg you to read it... How can you possibly write,
or rather draw, whole pages of those little Chinese wands? You
seem to produce a sort of strange painting in place of letters. It's
delightful, it's more like water-colour painting or gardening than
writing/

I asked to see this writing that resembled a Chinese garden, and
like Proust I found it surprising. It had a deliberate, restrained grace.
Marcel Proust to Madame de Caillavet: 'Strange that one can love
opposite physical types* For here I am in love with your daughter.
How naughty she is to be agreeable, for it is her smile that has made
me fall in love and that gives meaning to her whole person. If
she had frowned, how completely at peace I should be. I am
searching for the species of flower whose petals are exactly like her
cheeks when she laughs... I should like to see her laugh again.'

Bernard Grasset let me read- a preface, that Anatole France had
written, for a volume of verse Les Heures Latines published in 1918
by Simone de Caillavet when she was quite young. France had
drawn a curious portrait of her. He represented her as a girl who
was 'mysterious, haughty, a little wild'.

*At five years of age Simone was writing novels in a firm hand
in school notebooks. One is surprised that she undertook them; the
admirable thing is that she completed them.... One cannot will to
will. Simone could use her will. She was born resolute. That can
be seen from her firm little mouth, her determined chin, the way
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